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Introduction to the Program

As a part of its search activities, Marsyangdi Multiple Campus (MMC) organised the
First National Conference in collaboration with University Grants Commission, Nepal, from
10 to 11 May 2025 with the theme "Advancing Knowledge through Research: Research
in Higher Education and Language Planning in Nepal’s Educational Landscape". The
proposed programme intended to disseminate research findings among scholars, teachers and
stakeholders, which could be supportive to develop policies and programmes at the national
and local levels to minimise the contemporary challenges observed in higher education and
research management. The program aimed to identify research trends in higher education and
the issues of language in education in Nepal. The proposed program intended to foster research
initiatives in the faculties by providing a platform to present their papers on local educational
and research issues, which could bring out a shift in the ways of educational and research

planning by local governments.

Background of the Program

Research is a way of creating new knowledge by which one can shape or guide society
properly and give comprehensive and exclusive ideas to overcome the different problems faced
by the society or organization even by the country. So, research and the process of doing the
research is essential for the personnel who are responsible for the decision-making process.
Any university's faculty plays a vital role in enhancing and disseminating knowledge to the
students and other stakeholders. Without deep knowledge and creativity about research
methodology and academic writing, classroom teaching may not be effective for creating new
ideas and perceiving real-life situations. Considering this fact, the research management cell
(RMC) of MMC has been conducting various research-related activities including research
report writing workshops, training on research methodology, thesis writing workshop for
students, and journal publications, paper presentations to support the students and faculty
members in involving in various research related activities in the campus. Moreover, MMC
conducted a two-day national conference, inviting national experts from various sectors and
research scholars and practitioners from six universities and more than 20 campuses from

various parts of Nepal.

The national conference was supported by the UGC, Nepal, and the contributors were
all the local governments of Lamjung districts, and some publications and financial

organizations. Focusing on research in higher education and the issues of language in school



and university education in Nepal, the conference theme was set as 'Advancing knowledge
through research: Research in higher education and language planning in Nepal’s
educational landscape’. The conference had four sessions: Keynote speech, Plenary
speech, Technical sessions, and Panel discussion. For the paper presentation, several
thematic areas were notified to the concerned keynote and plenary speakers through
email and to the paper presenters through public notice, social media and through
emails. The thematic areas were set as: Emerging Trends and Challenges in Higher
Education Research, Quality Assurance and Innovation in Higher Education, Language-in-
Education Policy and its Implementation, Teacher Education, Capacity Building, and
Leadership Development, ICT, Artificial Intelligence and Technological Innovation in
Education, Sociology of Tourism, Migration and Brain Drain from Nepal, Emerging Issues in
Literary Studies, Art and Culture, Ecology, Climate Change, and Sustainable Development,
Human resource management, Corporate Social Responsibility, Strategic and Sustainable
Management, Financial innovation and Inclusion, and Entrepreneurship and Digital
Transformation. 4 keynote speeches, 4 plenary speech, 1 panel discussion and 30 papers were

presented on these multidisciplinary themes at the conference.

Objectives of the Program

The conference has the following specific objectives:

1. To explore innovative research practices in higher education that enhance
teaching, learning, and academic quality in the Nepali context.

il. To examine the current status, challenges, and opportunities related to language
policy in Nepal’s education system, especially in multilingual settings.

iil. To disseminate new knowledge among scholars and stakeholders to develop plans
and policies to minimise problems observed in the fields of education and research

v. To provide a platform for researchers, educators, and policymakers to present

and discuss findings related to education, language, and policy development.

Methodology Used for Conducting the Conference

The campus published the notice publicly requesting for abstract proposals to present
at the conference with the theme and thematic areas. Besides, institutional email was sent to
different universities and campuses of Nepal requesting their participation and presentation at
the conference. Earlier, the national conference managing committee and various sub-

committees were formed after the decision of the Campus Management Committee's decision



about conducting the national conference from 10-11 May 2025 at the campus. The conference
managing committee decided to offer accommodation and food facilities to all presenters and
the participants from out district with free registration. So, the committee visited all the local
governments (Municipalities and Rural Municipalities) of Lamjung district, who were ready to

contribute the conference.

After managing the conference fund from the UGC, and the local governments, the
organizing committee prepared a list of keynote and plenary speakers as per the conference
theme and sub themes. The conference brochure and invitation letters were sent to the
universities and campuses, and the abstract proposal were recorded, sent to expert for review,
and notified the presenters for presentation with schedule. The campus published the

conference proceedings with the accepted abstract proposals and programme scheduled.

As per the proposal, the first day of the conference started with the inauguration of the
opening ceremony from 9.00 AM onward, and it lasted till 10:30. Prof. Keshar J. Baral, PhD,
Former Vice Chancellor of Tribhuvan University and Pokhara University, was the chief guest
at the inauguration programme. Similarly, Mr. Guman Sing Aryal, Mayor of Besishahar
Municipality, Prof. Dr. Pradeep Chandra Gautam, Dr. Buddha Raj Khaniya, Assistant Dean of
Faculty of Education, TU, and Prof. Dr. Dipak Bahadur Bhandari, Former Registrar of Pokhara
University, were the special guests. The programme was chaired by Mr. Krishna Bahadur

Adhikari, CMC chair.

Three keynote speeches, two plenary speeches, a panel discussion and technical
sessions in three rooms were conducted on the first day. Each session was chaired by the senior
personalities who provided feedback to the presenters. Most importantly, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between Marsyangdi Multiple Campus, Lamjung and Drabya Shah
Multiple Campus, Gorkha, was signed for academic and research collaboration between the
two community campuses. The participants were offered breakfast from 8:00 to 9.00 AM and
lunch at 12.30 - 13.15 PM. Similarly, one keynote, two plenary speeches and technical sessions
were conducted on the second day. All the presenters, including the keynote and plenary, were
awarded certificates and a token of love immediately after completion of their presentation by
the campus authorities. The closing ceremony was conducted with the distribution of
certificates to the participants. The conference organizing committee collected participants'

reflections on the conference, too.



Day-Wise Performed Activities

The number of total participants, including the presenters and guests, was 120 on the
first day. After the inaugural speech and felicitation, the students performed beautiful cultural
dances welcoming the guests from different universities and campuses. The first keynote
speaker was Prof. Dr. Keshar J. Baral, who highlighted the trends and practices of research in
Nepali higher education. Prof. Dr. Pradip Chandra Gautam presented his keynote speech on
leadership development. Similarly, in his keynote speech, Prof. Dr. Dipak Bahadur Bhandari
presented on higher education, human capital and economic growth in Nepal. Similarly, Mr.
Narayan Prasad Bhandari presented his plenary speech on 'regulations to reflection: re-
orienting quality practices in Nepal’s higher education. Similarly, 15 papers were presented on
multidisciplinary themes in three technical sessions: Applied Linguistics and Literature,
Management, Social Science, Education and Sustainable Development. Prof. Baral chaired the
keynote and plenary sessions, whereas the experts in respective areas chaired the technical
sessions and provided feedback to the presenters. At the end of the first day, a panel discussion
on 'Language in Education: Debates, Practices and Consequences' was held with four panelists,
and it was moderated by Mr. Binod Neupane, PhD scholar and a faculty member of the host
campus. the first day program lasted till 6 pm with the enthusiastic presence and participation

of the participants.

On the second day, Associate Professor Dr. Nabaraj Neupane presented his keynote
speech on 'ICT, Artificial Intelligence and Technological Innovation in Education'.
Immediately, Janga Bahadur Hamal presented his plenary speech on Changing Landscape of
Investment Decisions in the Capital Market of Nepal and Dr. Basanta Kandel on 'Language
Policies and Practices at Local Governments' Educational Landscapes'. Both sessions were
chaired by Prof. Dr. Pradip Chandra Gautam. After this, the remaining paper presenters

presented their papers in their respective sessions and thematic areas.

The closing session, chaired by the CMC chairperson, ended with excitement to
collaborate and work in research and to integrate research in higher education. The Campus
Chief, Prof. Hari Babu Thapa, extended the vote of thanks on behalf of the host campus for
their valuable presence. Mr. Chairperson, Krishna Bahadur Adhikari, also extended his
acknowledgement to the chief guests, special guests, and all the presenters. The national
conference ended with the announcement of the host campus to meet next year for the first

international conference.



The details day-wise activities of the conference were as follows:

Day One: 10 May 2025

Time
8:00—
9:00 am
9.00 -
10.30 am

10.30—
12.10 pm

12.10 -
1.20 pm

1:20-2:00
pm

2:00—
3:30 pm

3:35-
4.45 pm

Session

Inauguration

Speech of the
Conference

Keynote
Speech

Technical
Sessions

Plenary
Session

Activity/Presentation
Registration and Breakfast

Inauguration of Conference by Prof.
Dr. Keshar J. Baral, Former VC, TU

and Pokhara University

Emerging Trends and Challenges in
Higher Education Research
- Prof. Dr. Keshar J. Baral
Keynote Speech I
-Wake Up Calls: Reminding
Leaders to Improve their

Leadership Practices

- Prof. Dr. Pradip Chandra Gautam,

TU

Keynote Speech 11
Higher Education, Human Capital and
Economic Growth: A Case Study of

Nepal

- Prof. Dr. Dipak Bahadur Bhandari,

Pokhara University
Lunch Break

Track 1: Applied Linguistics and

Literature

Track 2: Management

Track 3: Social Science and

Education

Plenary Speech I

From Regulations to Reflection: Re-
orienting Quality Practices in Nepal’s

Higher Education

Expert Role

- Chair, CMC
Chairperson,

- Special Guest, Guman
Sing Aryal, Mayor,
Besishahar Municipality
Keynote Speaker

Session Chair: Prof Dr.
Keshar J. Baral
Moderator: Binod
Neupane

Session Chair: Dr.
Basanta Kandel
Moderator: Janak Raj
Basnet
Session Chair: Janga
Bahadur Hamal
Moderator: Dr. Padam
Bdr. Raut
Session Chair: Dr. Nani
Babu Ghimire
Moderator: Dambar Ale
Session Chair:
Prof. Dr. Dipak Bahadur
Bhandari
Session Chair:



4:45-

4:55 pm

4:55 — Panel

6:00 Discussion

Day Two: 11 May 2025

8:00- Breakfast
9:00 am
9:00- Keynote
9:40 am  Speech
Session
9.40—- Plenary
10.50 am Speech
Session
10:50- Campus Visit

11:30 am

- Mr. Narayan Prasad Bhandari, PhD Prof. Dr. Pradip Chandra

Scholar, Pokhara University
Plenary Speech 11

Teach in English or Retire': Basic-

level Teachers' Experiences of

Implementing EMI in Nepali

Community School

- Binod Neupane, PhD Scholar,
Hi-Tea with Cookies

Language in Education: Debates,
Practices and Consequences
- Moderated by Binod Neupane, EMI
Expert

Keynote Speech 1
ICT, Artificial Intelligence and
Technological Innovation in
Education
- Dr. Nabaraj Neupane
Assoc. Prof. PN Campus TU
Plenary Speech 11
Changing Landscape of Investment
Decisions in the Capital Market of
Nepal
- Mr. Janga Bahadur Hamal, PhD
Scholar, Asset Prof. Saraswati
Campus, TU
Plenary Speech 11
Language Policies and Practices at
Local Governments' Educational
Landscapes
- Dr. Basanta Kandel

Gautam, TU

Panelists:

- Dr. Basanta Kandel,
Expert

- Dr. Nani Babu Ghimire,
Expert

- Mr. Bhumi Pandit, PhD
Scholar

Mr. Uttam
Headmaster

Basyal,

Session Chair: Prof. Dr.
Pradip Chandra Gautam

Session Chair: Prof. Dr.

Pradip Chandra Gautam



11:30-
12:20 pm
12:20-
2:00 pm

2:00 -
2:30 pm

2:30-
3:00 pm

Technical
Sessions

Closing
Session

Lunch Break

Track 1: Applied Linguistics and
Education

Track 2: Management and Social
Science

- Vote of Thanks by Campus Chief
- Certificate and token of love
distribution
- Reflection from the participants
Hi-Tea with Cookies

Achievement and Outcome of the Conference

Session Chair: Dr.
Nabaraj Neupane
Moderator: Janak Raj
Basnet

Session Chair: Janga
Bahadur Hamal
Moderator: Dr. Padam
Bdr. Raut

Chaired Mr. Krishna
Bahadur Adhikari, by
CMC Chairperson

The national conference, conducted for the first time in the district, remained productive

as it enhanced research skills and research culture in higher education in Nepal. The gathering

of a large number of research scholars, experts and practitioners was a good platform to learn

and share their research findings, sharing their institutional practices and promoting

institutional and personal collaboration in research-related activities. The language issues in

education, a burning issue in Nepali school and university education, were also discussed and

led to a common understanding about language policy at the local government and federal

government in Nepal. Moreover, the following were the outcomes of the conference:

Enhanced understanding of research trends in higher education across disciplines.

b. The young researchers and faculty members got familiar with the latest trends in

research in higher education and language policy in Nepal.

c. Participants gained a deeper understanding of current language policies in Nepal and

their implications for inclusive and equitable education.

d. Young researchers and faculty have strengthened their research capacity through

interaction, feedback, and exposure to diverse methodologies.

e. Participants have built networks for future research collaboration and academic

exchange.



f. The conference promoted the publication and sharing of scholarly work, contributing

to national academic discourse.

Challenges and Way Forward

Organizing the national conference in a remote district like Lamjung has both
opportunities as well as challenges. The major challenge is managing accommodation,
stationery and food for the presenters and participants. Charging the registration fee may
discourage the presenters to contribute in the conference. We would not be able to receive such
valuable abstract proposals and presenters if there were no accommodation and food facilities
for the presenters and the participants from outside the district, and from remote parts of the
district. Similarly, managing all presentations in two days was also challenging. Moreover, the

heavy rain and road obstruction also created problems in managing the conference.

Such conferences will become more effective if travel grants are provided to the paper
presenters at the conferences. Similarly, such programmes will become more effective if they
are assigned at least three months before the deadline of report submission so that sufficient

preparation can be made for the programme conduction.

Conclusion and Recommendation

The First National Conference remained successful in the sense that papers on
diversified areas were presented at the conference by the researchers at the centre and
periphery. The participants and the paper presenters were from diverse universities and
campuses, as the record reveals that they were from 5 universities, including TU, Pokhara
University, Lincoln College University, Malaysia. Purbanchal University and Nepal Open
University. The novice researchers received suggestions from the experts to improve their
papers to make them publishable in ranked journals. Moreover, enthusiasm from the participant
teachers and students at the conference has encouraged the Research Management Cell and the

host campus to organise even international conferences in the future.

It is suggested that the proposed programmes be approved in time so that the organisers
have sufficient time to prepare them. Furthermore, the presenters should be provided with
support for travel costs and accommodation, which will motivate the researchers to participate

in conferences.
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Programme Schedule

Marsyangdi Multiple Campus
National Conference Schedule

Advancing Knowledge through Research :Research in

Higher Education and Langauge Planning in Nepal's

Educational Landscape
May 10-11, 2025 (Baishakh 27-28, 2081)

Day 1
May 10, 2025 (Baishakh 27, 2082)

Inauguration Ceremony

Venue :Campus Seminar Hall
Time :8:00-10:10
Master of Ceremony :Binod Neupane, M.Phil in English

Event Time
Arrival, Registration & Breakfast 8:00 -9:00
Chairing session 9:00 -9:10
National Anthem of Nepal 9:10 -9:15
Welcome Speech :Suvas Poudel, Vice Chair, CMC 9:15 -9:20
Welcome Dance by Students 9:20 -9 :30
Program Highlights :Prof .Hari Babu Thapa, Campus Chief 9.30 -9 .35
Inauguration by the Chief Guest 9:35 - 9:40
Guests Speech 9:40 -9:55
Chief Guest Speech 9:55 -10:05




Vote of Thanks & Closing Remarks by the
Chairman

10:05

-10:10

Keynote Session
Venue :Conference Hall
Time :10:00 -11:30
Session Chair :Prof .Dr .Pradip Chandra Gautam

Master of Ceremony :Binod Neupane

Speaker Time )NST(
Prof .Dr .Keshar Jung Baral, Former VC, TU, PU 10:10 -10:50
Prof .Dr .Dipak Bhandari, Registrar, Pokhara University 10:50-11:30

Closing Remarks by Session Chair 11:30-11:35

Plenary Session
Time :11:35-12:35

Chair :Prof .Dr .Dipak Bhandari
Registrar, Pokhara University
Paper Presenter :Mr .Narayan Bhandari

Deputy Director, University Grants Commission

Mr .Janga Bahadur Hamal

Assist .Professor, Tribhuvan University

Master of Ceremony :Binod Neupane

Lunch Time :12:35 - 13:25

Technical Session
Time :13:35-15:00

Technical Session :1

Track I :Social Science & Education

Each presenter is allotted 15

Venue: Education Hall, MMC minutes for a presentation, 3

Session Chair :Dr .Basanta Kandel for chai
or chair
Assist .Professor, Aadikabi Bhanubhakta Campus, Damauli

Moderator :Janak Raj Basnet

minutes for Q&A and 2 minutes




Track II :Management
Venue :Management Hall, MMC
Session Chair: Janga Bahadur Hamal

Assist .Professor, Saraswoti Multiple Campus, Kathmandu

Moderator: Dr .Padam Bahadur Raut

Panel Discussion

Topic :Language Policy, Planning and Practices at Local
Level and its Consequences
Venue :Seminar Hall

Moderator :Binod Neupane

Panelists :Dr .Basanta Kandel
Mr .Bhumi Raj Pandit, PhD Scholar
Mr .Uttam Basel, Headteacher

15:10-16:20

Hi Tea :16:20 -16:40

17:30
Kaulepani Homestay Visit




Day 2
May 11, 2025 (Baishakh 28, 2082)

Event Time

Breakfast 8:00-9:00

Keynote Session
Venue :Seminar Hall
Time :8:30-10:00

Chair :Prof .Dr .Dipak Bhandari,
Registrar Pokhara University

Master of Ceremony :Binod Neupane

Speaker Time )NST(

Prof .Dr .Pradip Chandra Gautam 9 :00- 9:45

Assoc .Prof .Dr .Nabaraj Neupane 9:45 - 10:30

Tribhuvan University

Plenary Session
Time :10:30-11:10
Chair :Prof .Dr .Dipak Bhandari/Campus Chief of other Campus
Registrar, Pokhara University

Paper Presenter :Dr .Basanta Kandel
Assist .Professor, Aadikabi Bhanubhakta Campus, Damauli

Master of Ceremony :Binod Neupane

Technical Session
Time :11.10 -12:40

Technical Session :I
Each presenter is allotted 15 minutes for

a presentation, 3 minutes for Q&A and
Venue: Education Hall, MMC 2 minutes for chair

Track I :Social Science & Education

Session Chair :Dr .Nabaraj Neupane

Associate Professor, Tribhuvan University

Moderator :Janak Raj Basnet




Technical Session :I

Track II :Management

Venue: Management Hall, MMC

Session Chair :Mr .Janga Bahadur Hamal
Assist .Professor, Saraswati Multiple Campus

Moderator :Dr .Padam Bahadur Raut

Lunch Time :12:40 -1:30
Reflection, Closing & Certificate Distribution Session: 1:30 — 2:40

Hi Tea: 2:40-3:00

Photos of Events
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Inauguration Programme
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Guests and Participants in the Keynote Sessions



Session Chair Prof. Gautam and Campus Chief Prof. Thapa at Keynote Session



Hiher

Education, Himan Capital

and the Econimic Growly

Keynote Speaker Prof Gautam Keynote Speaker Prof. Bhandari

|

Keynote Dr. Nabaraj Neupane and Dr. Basanta Presenting Presenting Keynote and Plenary

Speech



MOU between MMC and DMC Reflection and Feedback from the Session Chair

Mr. JB Hamal in Plenary Speech Presenter in Technical Session

Panel Discussion with Experts and Practitioners






Presenters at Technical Sessions

=

Presenters at Technical Sessions

Presenters at Technical Sessions



Feedback and Reflections from the Presenters and Participants



Group Photos After the Conference Closing
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